
Theme 2 – Agroecology and new farming arrangements 

 

13th European IFSA Symposium, 1-5 July 2018, Chania (Greece) 

 

A framework to characterize the diversity of food systems and 
their transition pathways 

 

Daniel Gaitán-Cremaschia, Laurens Klerkxb, Jessica Duncanc, Jacques H. Trienekensd, 
Carlos Huenchuleoe, Santiago Dogliottif, María E. Contesseb, Walter A.H. Rossinga 

 

a
 Farming Systems Ecology Group, Wageningen University and Research, Wageningen, the 

Netherlands
 

b
 Knowledge, Technology and Innovation Group, Wageningen University, Wageningen, the 

Netherlands 
 

c
 Rural Sociology Group, Wageningen University and Research, Wageningen, the Netherlands

 

d
 Management Studies Group, Wageningen University and Research, Wageningen, the Netherlands 

e
 Universidad Católica de Valparaíso, Valparaíso, Chile 

f
 University of the Republic, Montevideo, Uruguay 

 

 

Abstract: Dominant food systems are configured from the productionist paradigm, which focuses in 

producing large amounts of inexpensive and standardized foods. These food systems are argued to 

no longer fit-for-purpose and have been proven unsustainable in environmental and social terms. 

However, these systems continued to be supported worldwide. In line with the United Nations (UN) 

Sustainable Development Goals, a sustainable transition from the dominant food systems to 

alternative ones around the wider principles of sustainable production and rural development is an 

urgent need. Promoting such a sustainable transition requires of a diagnostic of food system types and 

transition states to see patterns of more and less sustainable characteristics in food systems.  

This paper presents a framework based on the Multi-Level Perspective on Socio-Technical Transitions 

to characterize the diversity of food systems and formulate scenarios on potential future transition 

pathways. Implementation of the framework can provide information to support redesign of current 

unsustainable mainstream food systems and facilitate a long-term sustainable transition. 
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